ONE OF EUROPE'S BIGGEST CLASSIC CAR SHOWS
TOOK PLACE ON 23-29 OCTOBER ()
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f one thought that the Auto e Moto d’Epoca
show in Padova was expansive, then one had
to readjust one’s perception of large with its
relocation to the Fiera complex in Bologna.
It was truly massive, encompassing no
fewer than 13 halls of the complex. This was
the 40th anniversary of the show, with the
expanded display areas afforded by the new
venue allowing the organisers to provide an
even greater range of offerings. The area covered was
so large that there was a small shuttle train running on a
route through the service roads between the halls. Being
by far the largest show of its kind in Italy, it always attracts
huge crowds, including a strong international attendance
from far and wide. The official attendance figure for the
four days exceeded 130,000.

The scope of the vehicles on display was enormous,
with a large number of rarities on the numerous dealer
stands, where once again Ruote da Sogno (Wheels of
Dreams) had one of the largest displays, including a
number of Ferrari models, ranging from a 212 Inter Ghia
Coupé to an F50, the former having a ‘sold’ sign on it by
the end of the first day. They had plenty of wares other
than Ferrari, probably one of the prettiest being the
1953 Turin Show Fiat 1100E with coachwork by Vignale.
Elsewhere, a more modern rarity was the lurid bright
green Corvette based Spada Codatronca — Monza TSS
Barchetta on the Catawiki stand, which had been owned
by motorcycle world champion Loris Capirossi.

Almost every corner you turned there was some
rarity, whether it be one that was once a common sight
on the roads in its prime, to rare gems like the pale
blue Ferrari 195 Touring Berlinetta on the Registro
Internazionale Touring Superleggera stand, or the unique
1964 OSCA 1500 ‘Muccini’ sports prototype. Apart from
all the indoor stands, displays and vendor stalls, there
were also numerous outdoor pitches offering a wide
variety of vehicles, together with a variety of spare parts,
both old and new.

The show featured a quartet of new-car debuts,
with Erreerre Fuoriserie displaying its homage to the
1962 Alfa Romeo Giulia saloon, based on a modern
Giulia Quadrifoglio. Grassi from Milan displayed another
homagg, the 044S, a tribute to the Lancia Delta S4, with a
fire-breathing 650bhp twin-turbo 4-cylinder 3-litre engine.
it has a slated production run of just 44 examples, while
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Superleggera presented the 2024 version of its Ferrari
458-based Arese RH95. However, the star attraction in
this sector was undoubtedly the Alfa Romeo 33 Stradale,
a modern interpretation of the iconic model from 1967,
which looked stunning in metallic red with a tan interior.
Unfortunately, only 33 examples will be produced, and
they have all been sold already. Other manufacturers
with stands included Dallara, Museo Ferrari, Polo Storico
Lamborghini, Maserati and Pagani, with the latter featuring
an example of the wild Huayra Codalunga, one of only five
examples built, with a price tag of €7 million.

The ACI Storico had a central exhibition titled ‘Le
Protagonisti della Targa Florio’, with exhibits including a
Lancia Fulvia F&M Special, a Maserati A6GCS and a Simca
Abarth 2000. In the central atrium area was an exhibition
of vehicles from an international array of important motor
museums. These encompassed the Museo Nazionale
dell’Automobile ‘Avv. Gianni Agnelli, Autoworld Brussels,
the Louwman Museum, Musée Nationale de 'Automobile
Collection Schlumpf, Musee et Domaine Nationaux des
Chateaux et Biérencourt, Museo Ferrari and the National
Motor Museum Beaulieu.

Within the vehicles on display in the museums area
were both TARF 1 and TARF 2, the ‘twin cigar tube’
record breakers, a Ferrari 312 T5 F1 car (#043), the
unique Bugatti 251 F1 car from 1955, a Lancia D23
Spider and the bizarre front-wheel drive Monaco Trossi
from 1935. This featured a radial 4-litre, 16-cylinder
air-cooled two-stroke engine mounted at the front.
Separately, the Righini Collection had a stand in one of
the halls, which included the first car produced by Enzo
Ferrari, the Auto Avio Costruzioni 815, among its display,
which also included a very original short-nose 275 GTB.

The show is not only about vehicle displays and sales,
but covers virtually anything and everything connected
with them, whether it be auctions, classic race and rally
events, transport or storage. There were two large halls
specifically for automobilia and memorabilia in all its
forms, whether it be spare parts, period accessories,
tools, scale models, through manuals, brochures, books,
badges, art in different forms, to period clothing and other
associated ephemera.

Such was the size and scope of the show, that it was
impossible to take in everything during the two days that I
was there. I will definitely have to add at least another day
next year!
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