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ONCE AGAIN THIS HUGE ITALIAN EVENT
SERVED UP RARITIES GALORE @
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he 41st annual Auto
e Moto d’Epoca show
was held for the second
time at Bologna’s Fiere
exhibition centre on
24-27 October. The
massive gathering filled
11 halls, the mall and
the central concourse,
together with a further five outdoor display/
vendor areas. As has been the case throughout
the show’s history, the range of vehicles on
display is truly eclectic, ranging from microcars
to leviathan trucks, with everything in between.
The show attracts the home crowd and also a
large international audience.

The central concourse feature celebrated
the 125th anniversary of Fiat, with a display
ranging from the pioneering veterans, like the
1899 3% HP, with a 2-cylinder 679cc engine,
the 1923 6-cylinder, 22-litre Mefistofele speed
record car which achieved 234.980kph in
1924, to the 1954 Turbina, with its turbine
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engine that spun to 22,000rpm, and early
examples of the 500 and Panda models.

The ACI (Automobile Club Italia) had
an interesting double display, half of which
featured Italian competition cars, including
an Abarth 2000 SE010 sports racing car in
an attractive pale blue, a Fiat Abarth 2000
TCR and an Alfa Romeo Giulia GTA. Adjacent
to these was a display of cars of the stars,
which included a Lancia B52 Vignale Coupé
once owned by Gina Lollobrigida. There was
also a Lancia B24 Convertible that featured in
the film ‘Il Sorpasso’, together with an ex-
Marcello Mastroianni Lancia Flaminia coupé.
The 50th anniversary of the VW Golf was
also celebrated, with an array of the models
produced through the years. Another feature
display was a celebration of 12-cylinder cars,
with offerings as disparate as a Ferrari 312 B
F1, car,a Maserati MC12, a Lamborghini LM
002 and a Pagani Utopia Roadster.

There were plenty of rarities in the club
and feature displays, on the stands of the
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numerous dealers, and in the private sales
section. Notable was the expansive stand of
Ruote da Sogno (Wheels of Dreams), which had
one of the largest displays, with a number of
Ferrari models among a broad selection of cars
and motorcycles. One of their offerings was a
Zagato-built replica of their original 166 Coupé
Panoramica, the original of which was built on a
166 MM (#0018 M), with this copy constructed
by Zagato to original drawings on a 166 Inter
(#0061 S). Other rarities included a 1953 Nardi
Sighinolfi 750, a 1965 Abarth 1000 Bialbero,
a 1948 Lancia Aprilia with coachwork by
Carrozzeria Monviso, and an elegant pale gold
1947 Alfa Romeo 6C 2500 Aerlux by Touring.
Elsewhere around the show were plenty of
Ferraris for sale or on display, ranging through
examples of the 250 GTE, 250 GT Lusso,
275 GTB, 365 GTB/4, and every iteration of
the Testarossa from the Mono Speccio to the
F512M, and on to a LaFerrari. The official
Ferrari dealer Ineco Auto had a ‘study in red’
display of five models, spanning a 288 GTO,

The Ferrari Owners’ Club of Great Britain

a Testarossa, a 360 Modena F1, an SF90
Stradale, together with a 296 GTS.

There was an abundance of other fine
machinery spread around the show, including
the Grassi 044S, a modern homage to the
Lancia Delta S4, a number of concept cars like
the Maserati Alfieri, the Stola S86 Diamante,
the Lychi Venere and Bertone’s Lamborghini
Genesis, Porche Karisma and Cadillac Villa.
Non-Italian rarities included a Mini Marcos, a
Surtees F2 car, a Fittipaldi F1 car, a Chrysler
Imperial Crown Convertible and a Jaguar
XJ220. Mainstream cars abounded too, such
as the Fiat 500, Panda and Ritmo, Citroén 2CV
and DS, and many more.

The show encompasses virtually anything
and everything connected to motorised
transport and beyond, whether it be rallies,
events, transport, automobilia and memorabilia
in all its forms, like spare parts, accessories,
tools, scale models, manuals, brochures,
books, badges, art or period clothing. If it
wasn’t there, it must be extremely rare. l
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€€ THE SHOW
ENCOMPASSES
VIRTUALLY
ANYTHING AND
EVERYTHING
CONNECTED

TO MOTORISED
TRANSPORT
AND BEYOND 99

43



